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RE: National Council for International Visitors (NCIV)
Citizen Diplomats Program

Dear Mr.‘ Sohlman:

1t is most gratifying for me to nominate the National Couneil for International Vigitors (NCIV)
Volunteer Citizen Diplomats Program for the 2001 Nobe] Peace Prize. NCIV, a non-profit
institution, is comprised of over 80,000 volunteers who administer public and private foreign
exchange programs, inclnding the United States Department of State’s International Visitor
Program. ‘

The program’s mission is to promote democracy and worldwide peace by fostering a better
understanding of worldwide political, business and cultaral climates. Prominent government and
civic Joaders are invited to the United States to participate in business, educational and cultural
forums. Hundreds of thousands of one-on-one meetings and forums are arranged each year by
the NCIV’s members which consist of 97 community based nen-profit organizations located in
44 states throughout the United States. Since NCIV’s inception, more than 300,000 volupteers
have hosted professional dialogues in their homes, classrooms, courtrooms and offices to help
increase the understanding of each participants respective country and government. Varions
notable heads of state, including Btitish Prime Minister Tony Blair, Anwar Sadat, Indira Gandhy,
F.W. deKlerk and 185 other government officials have participated in NCIV related activities
and have praised the NCIV in various international press articles and publicafions.

My wife and I have participated in many NCIV sponsored fornms and we remain very ixppressed
with the orgamization’s management. We have both enjoyed and bencfitted from the various
programs which aim to increase the understanding and appreciation of international cultures. I
have long been a proponent of democracy end worldwide peace, and as you may know, have
spent many years negotiating with world leaders promoting pease in the Middle East.
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I firmly believe in onc of the principal tenets of the Nobcl Peace Prize criteria, namely,
identifying an individual who “shall hiave done the most or the best work for fraternity between
mations, for the abolition or reduction of standing armies and for the holding and promotion of
peace congresses.” In my view, the NCIV mission and its members collectively embrace this
belief which is promoted through their various meritotious programs. Accordingly, I
recommend a close exarination and careful consideration of NCIV ‘s role in the promotion of
worldwide peace when determining the 2001 Nobel Peace Awards. Your selection process 15
understandably arduous, in light of the thousands of individuals and organizations deserving of
this prestigious award. In conclusion, NCIV is such an organization worthy of your review and

consideration. :

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter and I extend to you my best for
continued success in both promoting and the recognition of those dedicated to acheiving

. worldwide peace.

My best.

Sincerely,

AS/ap




