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Local Boy Scouts received a helping hand with international flavor on Saturday as they worked toward a national scouting award.

The busy work scene on the cold Saturday morning was the Escambia County Extension Office's 4-H Langley Bell Center in central Escambia County. The day's mission: Plant trees and start the construction of eight benches. Since October, Scout troops 628 and 430 have been working on an interactive nature trail with an outdoor classroom.

Jacob Charles, a Boy Scout from Troop 628, said the benches will be used for the classroom.

"We have international visitors here who want to help with volunteer work, such as planting trees, helping with building or clearing the trail," he said.

The international visitors were from Angola, Australia, Kenya, Kosovo, Luxembourg and the United Arab Emirates, said David Mills, master gardener with Escambia County's Extension Office and a former Eagle Scout. He said the guests wanted to focus on youth volunteerism.

"What better group to learn from than with the Boy Scouts?" he said.

Eric Engelmayer, 32, a banker from Luxemburg said he was inspired by the Scouts.

"Civic participation in the U.S. seems to be very high," he said. "From different levels of government — from local to county to state to federal — it looks like young people are very involved, and it is something we can learn from."

Engelmayer, who was a Boy Scout as a child in Austria, said he will take what he has learned in the United States and teach it to young people in his country.
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