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Update on Holloway's Garage, Students Working 
Against Tobacco to honor people involved in the 
community and international visitors tour Milton.

Glimmer of hope

Joe Holloway has been given information on ways 
he can seek financial assistance to get his garage on 
Caroline Street back.

Holloway is trying to come up with $80,000 to keep 
the city from demolishing the garage he bought 32 
years ago.

In July, a special magistrate recommended 
Holloway's Garage be razed because it is a threat to 
public safety, health and welfare. It was heavily 
damaged after Hurricane Ivan in 2004. Holloway has 
been unable to make repairs.

Asbestos in the garage now is being assessed, said 
Randy Jorgenson, the city's planning director.

"If Mr. Holloway could find a way to bring the 
building into compliance, the council would listen," 
he said.

Coupons, T-shirts and pens

Students Working Against Tobacco's first end-of-
the-year banquet will take place in May.

People who contribute to their community will be 
 

recognized by the youth-led group.

The SWAT members represent most Santa Rosa 
County high schools and some middle schools. 
They have worked to create awareness about local 
tobacco issues since 1997.

"We have participated in activities and events that 
support the battle against Big Tobacco industries' 
manipulative tactics," said Caitlin Mosley, SWAT 
president and Pace High School junior. "This 
program not only promotes leadership but helps 
develop speaking skills and opportunities for us to 
grow within our communities as advocates."

SWAT is a nonprofit group. Members are seeking 
donations like movie tickets, stickers and koozies 
for honorees.

SWAT is a program through the Santa Rosa County 
Health Department under the direction of Robbie 
Leggett, tobacco prevention specialist.

Details: Call Ashlee Lopez, 207-7850.

Special guests

The Gulf Coast Citizen Diplomacy Council has had 
international visitors touring the city of Milton.

Today, Ukrainian leaders in the Open World Program 
are completing an eight-day visit in Milton and 
Pensacola where they examined the justice system, 
youth activism, domestic violence prevention, 
elections and community issues, and diversity.


"Open World enables emerging Eurasian political 
and civic leaders to work with their United States 
counterparts and experience American democracy at
the local level," said Jena Melancon, the council's 
executive director.

The delegates are Olha Aheykina, accountant from 
Gorlivka, Viktor Karatov, deputy head of the 
Christian charity fund Solidarity, and Tymofiy 
Nikityuk, head of the Sevastopol branch of the 
Committee of Voters of Ukraine.

Four delegates recently attended a Milton City 
Council meeting: Yordanka Angelova Zamfirova, 
senior expert on tourism, Bulgaria; Hala Moughanie, 
project manager, United Cities and Local G
overnments Technical Office for Lebanese Cities; 
Ragmi Mustafi, head of the Party for Democratic 
Action Caucus, Serbia; Rmadan Yasien Hamed Rgab, adviser to the governor, Sudan; Amanmurat 
Suvhanov, leading specialist, mayor's office, 
Turkmenistan.

"We appreciate that you are visiting with us," said 
Mayor Guy Thompson. "We hope what you are 
seeing is a new and good experience."

The Gulf Coast Citizen Diplomacy Council is a 
nonpartisan, nonprofit group that promotes 
Northwest Florida as a center of commerce, culture 
and tourism by forging cultural, educational and 
business relationships with the global community.

Details: Call Melancon at 377-3176 or visit www.
gulfcoastdiplomacy.org
