[image: image1.png]pNjiss’





September 30, 2009
Russians in Pensacola to discuss humanitarian issues

From staff reports 
A delegation of Russian representatives will spend two days in Pensacola this week discussing humanitarian and human rights issues with local officials.

The stop in Pensacola is part of a three-week American tour, which is giving delegation members a chance to examine U.S. practices in treating victims of war, natural disaster and forced migration, said Jena Melancon, executive director of the Gulf Coast Citizen Diplomacy Council, which helped organize the visit.

On Thursday and Friday, delegation members will meet with members of Escambia County's Be Ready Alliance Coordinating for Emergencies, the Escambia VISTA Coalition, the Children's Home Society, Catholic Charities, Gulf Coast Kid's House and other local organizations.

Members of the delegation include a doctor, an attorney, social workers and other specialists on issues involving human rights for refugees and internally displaced persons.

After leaving Pensacola, the delegation will visit Dallas, Portland, Ore., and New York City before returning to Russia.
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